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appears to have accepted a little too readily Hirota's assurances that
Japan intended to respect the Nine-Power Treaty, and his statement
to the House of Commons to the effect that he was satisfied with
those assurances may cause certain elements of the British public to
feel that something more was called for and desired. At any rate,
we have registered our own position with complete clarity. I think
that the Department's " rush " instruction to me to present the aide-
memoire at the earliest possible moment was probably to forestall
another pious statement which it was reported that the Foreign
Office would issue to the press to-morrow. Evidently it did forestall
it because on the following day Amau announced to the press that
there would be no further statement for the present. Whatever the
other nations may think or do, we shall have their (perhaps grudging)
respect. I am very happy about it.
JAPANESE PATRIOTS THREATEN THE
NETHERLANDS INDIES
May 14, 1934
Pabst came in for one of our periodical talks. He said that a dele-
gation from the Japanese patriotic society " Meirinkai," including a
retired admiral and a retired general, recently called on him and
presented a memorandum drawn up by the society with reference
to the forthcoming Japanese-Netherlands East Indies trade confer-
ence, shortly to meet at Batavia, Java, in which the society somewhat
aggressively urged the Netherlands Government to ensure a success-
ful outcome of the negotiations. Among other comments, the memo-
randum referred to the oppression of the natives of the Dutch East
Indies by the Netherlands Government and observed that failure
of that Government to come to terms with the Japanese would cause
" dark clouds " to arise in the relations between the two countries.
General Pabst said that he raised two points : (i) that dealings
between his Government and the natives of the Dutch East Indies
were matters of purely domestic concern in which his Government
could not tolerate interference by others, and (2) that the observa-
tion concerning " dark clouds " was in the nature of a threat which
likewise was not acceptable, and that these two points must be with-
drawn if he, the Minister, were to receive the memorandum. The
Japanese delegation bowed in apparent acquiescence; the Minister
said : " May I take your bow as an apology ? " whereupon they
bowed again.
The Minister further informed me that he had learned that the
above-mentioned society has recommended to the Japanese Govern-
ment the severance of diplomatic relations with Holland if the forth-
coming negotiations do npt prove successful.
The Netherlands Minister requested information as to the cus-
tomary procedure of this Embassy in regard to the reception of such

